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Powers had done anytning wrong, or un<
want to disown him. Howsver, the bays who
o important to the security of the Unif , :
~uhoge who.contribute in the many different ways through our accomplishments. How:
" nauy people have you heard say, 'diuy didn't Powers kill himself?! We comie.ted hap:
on Capital Closeup not too long am tniat it was not edasy for a God-fearin- verson 1o
take their 1ife, and -that we knew o = rer:lation that required suicide ir t. LVe Lt
of capture. Today this was confirm.d. - '

- +.."Even Senator Richard Russell, Chairman ogﬁt'fég%gtelﬁgm@d Services Comiitisa,: .
7aid he had:not known that Powers was rot under ,contract to kill himself. Powsre snig
it was his option, whether to take a poison pin‘with him on the flight for suicide

in case he was captured. Said Powers, 'I chose to take it.' The CIa ready, Johin A
Mefone advisad the House and Senate Subcomittees yesterday that Powers actially

had instructions to do what he covld do to save his own life, 1f shot down or captured.
The much talked about poison needle which figured prominently at the trial, was takern
2long in case of torture, or wnere Powers at his own discretion might choose suicide.

~ MAlso CIA Director John McCone told the Congressional Committees today that the
J-2 pilots were not spies. as ne explaired it, they were chosen for their aviation
proficiency, physical stamina, emotional stability, and of course, personal sacuritve
Gald McCone, thoy were not sclected or trained as espionage agents, and tae v ole

nature of the mission was far remcve from the traditional espionage scene. iueir

Job was to fly the plane, anc it wis so denanding an assignment, said McCone, that o
tompletion of a mission, physicul ratipne was a hazard on landing.

- "According to the testimony this afternoon, Powers could noi tiave dune th \ngs
ary dlfferently. He was, and ic still, & good American, according to evervoie, and
h© nas been completely vindicated, and <& remains, according to the CIA, oa tie 3ML_0 )
:ist, and will so remain inde it dvaett
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